


Introduc)on	
  
Located	
  in	
  a	
  lush	
  and	
  narrow	
  ravine,	
  the	
  studio	
  overlooks	
  the	
  beau5ful	
  farmlands	
  of	
  the	
  eastern	
  Free	
  State.	
  
Owners	
  Werner	
  and	
  Philippa	
  du	
  Toit	
  turned	
  the	
  once	
  old	
  and	
  dilapidated	
  mission	
  sta5on	
  into	
  a	
  home	
  
resona5ng	
  with	
  their	
  honest	
  approach	
  to	
  life	
  and	
  design.	
  The	
  site	
  catches	
  every	
  last	
  bit	
  of	
  sunshine	
  each	
  day.	
  It	
  
is	
  a	
  welcoming	
  and	
  much	
  needed	
  touch	
  during	
  the	
  icy	
  winter	
  months,	
  when	
  numb	
  fingers	
  work	
  with	
  cold	
  clay	
  in	
  
the	
  studio	
  nearby.	
  Inspira5on	
  is	
  drawn	
  from	
  being	
  connected	
  to	
  nature	
  and	
  the	
  nuances	
  of	
  the	
  surrounding	
  
landscape.	
  
	
  	
  



Produc)on	
  
Due	
  to	
  the	
  higher	
  demand,	
  pressure	
  to	
  
mass	
  produce	
  has	
  been	
  rising.	
  
However,	
  Mud	
  Studios	
  are	
  commiGed	
  
to	
  crea5ng	
  only	
  handmade	
  ceramics.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  high	
  unemployment	
  figures	
  in	
  the	
  
area,	
  it	
  gives	
  a	
  special	
  opportunity	
  to	
  
support	
  the	
  local	
  community.	
  More	
  
and	
  more	
  people	
  can	
  be	
  trained	
  for	
  
posi5ons	
  



Mo)va)on	
  
AIer	
  being	
  discovered	
  in	
  2004	
  by	
  Trevyn	
  
McDowell	
  of	
  Source	
  in	
  the	
  UK,	
  Mud	
  
Studio	
  had	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  start	
  
spreading	
  its	
  wings.	
  	
  
	
  
Today	
  Mud’s	
  exquisite	
  ceramics	
  can	
  be	
  
found	
  in	
  designer	
  stores	
  across	
  the	
  
globe,	
  like	
  the	
  Conran	
  Shop	
  in	
  London	
  
and	
  Anthropologie	
  in	
  Los	
  Angeles.	
  With	
  
praise	
  from	
  Oprah	
  Winfrey	
  and	
  interest	
  
from	
  people	
  such	
  as	
  Jamie	
  Oliver,	
  Mud	
  is	
  
carving	
  out	
  a	
  name	
  for	
  itself.	
  	
  



Interna)onal	
  distribu)on	
  MVN&I	
  	
  

	
  	
  
	
  
During	
  her	
  visits	
  to	
  fascina5ng	
  countries	
  and	
  
cultures,	
  Marijke	
  van	
  Nunen	
  got	
  passionate	
  
about	
  tradi5onal	
  and	
  characteris5c	
  
products.	
  Together	
  with	
  a	
  widely	
  developed	
  
experience	
  in	
  buying	
  art	
  and	
  decora5ng	
  
homes,	
  she	
  also	
  has,	
  as	
  an	
  interna5onal	
  
distributor,	
  a	
  special	
  selec5on	
  of	
  unique	
  
brands	
  for	
  home	
  and	
  fashion	
  collec5ons.	
  
	
  
All	
  brands	
  have	
  their	
  own	
  special	
  
background	
  and	
  we	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  support	
  
the	
  survival	
  of	
  the	
  tradi5onal	
  craIs.	
  
Trademarks	
  that	
  are	
  extraordinary	
  and	
  
exclusive	
  in	
  their	
  styles.	
  Besides,	
  Marijke	
  
offers	
  collabora5on	
  and	
  support	
  together	
  
with	
  many	
  years	
  of	
  knowledge	
  and	
  
experience.	
  
	
  
MVN&I	
  reflects	
  the	
  peculiarity	
  and	
  passion	
  
for	
  the	
  profession	
  in	
  which	
  Marijke	
  goes	
  her	
  
way	
  and	
  makes	
  her	
  choices.	
  She	
  is	
  always	
  
looking	
  for	
  a	
  combina5on	
  of	
  the	
  uniqueness	
  
of	
  her	
  products	
  and	
  the	
  business	
  value	
  of	
  
these.	
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